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About Rural Electrification Agency
The Rural Electrification Agency (REA) of Nigeria is mandated to promote and provide electricity to rural and underserved communities across the country. The key objectives of REA’s mandate include:
i. Increase Access to Electricity in unserved rural areas which includes extending grid connections to off-grid areas and supporting the development of decentralized energy systems such as mini-grids and solar home systems.
ii. Promotion of Renewable Energy and Technologies, such as solar, wind, and biomass, to provide sustainable and environmentally friendly power solutions for rural communities. This is crucial in areas where conventional grid electricity is expensive or technically difficult to deliver.
iii. Supporting Off-Grid Electrification through solar mini-grids, solar home systems, and other decentralized energy systems. The agency seeks to electrify communities that are too remote to be connected to the national grid.
iv. Promotion of partnerships with private sector investors, international development organizations, and local communities to enhance the financing and implementation of rural electrification projects. 
v. Increase Economic Growth and Development by providing electricity access to rural communities to spur economic growth, improve livelihoods, create jobs, and enhance social services such as healthcare and education in these areas.
vi. Promotion of Gender Equality and Inclusion: through gender-sensitive approaches by incorporating the unique energy needs of women and marginalized groups in rural communities. 
vii. Environmental Protection and Sustainability by aligning projects with environmental sustainability goals, promoting clean energy solutions that reduce carbon emissions and support Nigeria’s climate change commitments.
Through these objectives, REA's mandate is to provide universal access to affordable and sustainable electricity in rural Nigeria, improving the quality of life and enabling socio-economic development.

Research and Innovation Call for Proposals Overview
grant amount: Up to Two (2) Million Naira
objective: To support research and innovation that addresses critical challenges and promotes development in specific sectors, such as energy, agriculture, technology, or social sciences.
Key Focus Areas 
1. Innovative and Sustainable Renewable Energy Technologies
i. Rural e-Mobility
ii. Electric Motor-driven Mills: 
iii. Energy Efficiency in Productive Uses (PU) Improvement

2. Investment & Funding of Sustainable Renewable Energy in Rural Areas
i. Mobilisation of Renewable Energy Investment

3. Advances in Off-Grid / Stand-Alone Renewable Energy Systems
i. Trends and advances on the improvement of renewable energy equipment

4. Smart Utility Management and Security
i. Metering & Remote Monitoring
ii. Smart Mini-grids
iii. Energy Security and Protection

5. Business Models and Policy Impact Assessment for Decentralised Mini-grids
i. Business Concepts & Models

6. Renewable Fuel Power Production
i. Solar 
ii. Biomass 
iii. Hydro
iv. Energy Mix
7	Programmes Impact Assessment: Best practices covering:
i. Economic
ii. Environmental
iii. Social



Concept Note:
· This Concept Note outlines the structure for the research proposal, which is submitted by individual researchers or research group as a basis for seeking funding. 
· This is to allow researchers to submit their research proposal in summary form for preliminary assessment and evaluation without the need to submit completed work and to allow reviewers make quick decisions on whether concepts are suitable for further consideration.
· Concept Note should be submitted within the defined scope. 
· Concept Note which do not meet the below specifications would stand no chance of being selected.
· Detailed proposal are not guarantees that the proposal will necessarily be accepted for funding.
· Concept Notes for the Rural Electrification Fund Call for Research Programme should be uploaded in the REA website: https://researchinnovation.rea.gov.ng/

Submission and Deadline:
· Proposals should be submitted electronically through a self-created account registered on https://researchinnovation.rea.gov.ng/cfr/register  
· Only complete proposals following the given guidelines will be considered.

Grant Disbursement:
· Disbursement will occur in phases, tied to key project milestones. 
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